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Mandela, I would like to close with 
words he offered in this very Chamber 
to a joint meeting of Congress in 1990: 

To deny any person their human rights is 
to challenge their very humanity. To impose 
on them a wretched life of hunger and depri-
vation is to dehumanize them. 

As we remember Nelson Mandela, let 
us draw inspiration from his dedication 
to the principles enshrined in the Uni-
versal Declaration, and let us rise to 
the challenge of that document’s vision 
to respect, protect, and promote the 
human dignity of every person so that 
we might achieve a more peaceful, just, 
secure world. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO PAT GRANT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HUIZENGA of Michigan). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Oklahoma 
(Mr. BRIDENSTINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, Pat 
Grant passed away on November 26, 
2013. 

Whether you called her ‘‘colonel,’’ 
‘‘attorney’’ or ‘‘champ,’’ Pat Grant was 
one of the most extraordinary women 
you would ever hope to meet. She 
dominated women’s golf in Oklahoma 
during the 1930s and 1940s. In addition 
to her golf prowess, Grant served her 
country for 22 years in the United 
States Army. After the Army, Grant 
practiced law for 30 years. 

It was said of Grant: 
She was not only the perfect example of an 

athlete; she was the type of American our 
country needs to look up to. 

People started noticing Grant when 
she won the Oklahoma State High 
School Golf Championship as a 13-year- 
old freshman at Cushing High School. 
She would win it three times before 
graduating in 1938. Then it was on to 
Oklahoma Baptist University in Shaw-
nee. There was no golf team at Okla-
homa Baptist University at the time, 
but she was given a scholarship for 
teaching golf to other students. She 
graduated from OBU in 1942 and was 
the first woman to be inducted into the 
OBU Athletic Hall of Fame. 

While at OBU and at the age of 18, 
Grant won the Oklahoma Women’s 
State Amateur Championship in 1939. 
In 1940, at the Indian Hills Country 
Club in Tulsa, Grant won the State 
championship again. Her third straight 
championship came at the Southern 
Hills Country Club in Tulsa. During 
that championship, she set a new 
course record for women at Southern 
Hills and won the championship match 
9 and 8. She held the trophy for the 
fourth straight year with a 7 and 6 win 
in Shawnee. The legend was beginning 
to take shape. Grant became known for 
hitting long, booming drives, some as 
long as 250 yards. It was rumored that 
sometimes she even talked to her golf 
ball. 

There was no State championship in 
1943, 1944 or 1945 because of World War 
II; but when play resumed in 1946, 
Grant won the State Amateur Cham-
pionship again. With that victory, 

Grant became the only person in Okla-
homa history to win the State cham-
pionship 5 years in a row. That record 
still stands today. 

When World War II broke out, Grant 
put aside her ambition of becoming a 
professional golfer so she could serve 
her country. ‘‘It seemed like the right 
thing to do,’’ she said. ‘‘We were at 
war, and I didn’t want to sit around 
here and do nothing,’’ she said. Her ca-
reer in the Army was as illustrious as 
her accomplishments on the golf 
course. 

Grant and her sister, Mary Margaret, 
enlisted in the Army in 1942. Grant 
went into the Women’s Army Corps, 
and Mary enlisted in the Army Nurse 
Corps. Grant was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in April 1943. While in the 
military, Grant held duty assignments 
all over the globe, including assisting 
the chief legal counsel during the Nur-
emberg Trials. Grant also served as the 
personal escort to Eleanor Roosevelt 
when the former First Lady toured 
Germany in 1948. 

Grant received 23 letters of com-
mendation while in the Army and won 
golf tournaments all over the world. 
‘‘It was good publicity for the Army for 
me to be playing in all these golf tour-
naments,’’ Grant said. ‘‘It was great for 
me because the Army was paying my 
way. That’s what you call a ’win-win,’ ’’ 
she added. 

In 1965, after 22 years of Active Duty, 
Grant retired from the Army with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. She was one 
of only 60 women to attain such a rank 
at that time. As if her life were not full 
enough, Grant landed in San Antonio 
to earn a law degree in 1966. 

Just as she protected her country, 
Grant fought for rights and justice 
through her family law practice. Be-
cause of her service to others, Grant 
was named Woman of the Year by the 
Texas Federation of Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Clubs in 1972. Re-
tirement came for good in 1995. Grant 
moved to Cortez, Colorado. At the age 
of 90, she was still active and full of 
life. Grant flew an ultralight aircraft 
every Saturday morning when weather 
permitted. 

‘‘It has been a good trip,’’ Grant re-
cently said. ‘‘God has chosen a life of 
adventure for me. I wouldn’t trade it.’’ 

Grant loved God, and she loved her 
neighbor, and she spent her life dedi-
cated to family, friends, and country. 
She was inducted into the Women’s 
Oklahoma Golf Hall of Fame in April 
of 2010. She passed away on November 
26, 2013, at the age of 90. She was a 
great role model for all Americans. 
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FLUSHING REMONSTRANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. MENG) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of my legislation, the Flush-
ing Remonstrance Study Act, H.R. 3222. 

This bill directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a special resource 

study of the Flushing Remonstrance 
and significant local resources. The 
Flushing Remonstrance is an impor-
tant part of my local history, and I 
would like to take a few moments to 
discuss its origins and influence on our 
country. 

The Quakers of the mid-17th century 
were prohibited from practicing their 
religious traditions in the New 
Netherland, which included parts of 
what is now New York State. In re-
sponse, a group of local activists wrote 
the Remonstrance as a declaration 
against religious persecution. Although 
356 years old, its intent still shines 
brightly in the ideals our Nation em-
braces today. 

On December 27, 1657, 30 English citi-
zens stood against oppression and as-
serted the rights of Quakers and other 
religious minorities to practice their 
religion. 

They wrote: 
We desire . . . not to judge lest we be 

judged, neither to condemn lest we be con-
demned, but rather let every man stand or 
fall to his own master. 

This petition, known as the Flushing 
Remonstrance, made a forceful argu-
ment against judging and condemning 
others for what they believed. It was 
met with great opposition from the 
local government in what is known 
today as Flushing, Queens. 

One of the greatest and most out-
spoken proponents of religious freedom 
at the time was an English immigrant 
named John Bowne. At great risk to 
himself, John invited the Quakers to 
hold religious services in his own 
home. He was arrested for doing so, 
fined, and then banished to his home-
land of Holland for his crimes. While in 
Holland, John Bowne appealed to the 
influential Dutch West India Company 
to return home. His pleas of justice 
were accepted. Because of Bowne’s em-
pathy and strong convictions for reli-
gious freedom, the company demanded 
that religious persecution end in the 
colony. 

b 1215 
Bowne’s story of personal courage 

should not be forgotten. Our Nation 
was founded upon the ideals that foster 
a tolerant society, the same ideals that 
Bowne practiced every time he opened 
his door to a Quaker seeking refuge 
from persecution. Bowne’s home, which 
served as a symbol of religious freedom 
to so many, was converted into a mu-
seum in 1947 and listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1977. 

It is important that we continue to 
preserve and understand the historical 
significance of the Remonstrance, 
strengthening its ties to the Queens 
community and beyond. To help 
achieve this goal, I introduced the 
Flushing Remonstrance Study Act, 
which will help the Queens community 
connect to its rich past in possibly new 
and exciting ways. The Bowne House 
could benefit from further Federal 
study; and other associated locations, 
such as the Quaker Meeting House, 
should be considered for registry. 
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